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a script from 

 “The Advent of Peace”  
by 

Andrew Kooman 
 
 

What In this Readers Theater, we are reminded that the first Christmas was not 
peaceful; it was a time of anxiety as Mary and Joseph searched for a place to 
give birth. But Jesus came to bring peace to us all. 
Themes: Christmas, Advent, Peace, Nativity, Fear, Anxiety, Reader’s Theatre 

 
Who Reader 1 

Reader 2 
  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Unless you have the script memorized, Readers should have a black binder to 
read from. 

 
Why Luke 1:39-45 and 2:1-7 
 
How If you read this from the script, be familiar enough with your lines so that your 

head isn’t down in the script the entire time. Embrace the awe and mystery of 
the scripture. 
 
For more ideas on how to perform a Reader’s Theatre, watch How to Perform a 
Reader’s Theatre on SkitGuys.com. 

 
Time Approximately 3 minutes 
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Readers address the audience.  

Reader 1: When every door in Bethlehem shut 

Reader 2: And every inn turned them away 

Reader 1: Joseph and Mary went to the manger.  

Reader 2: Imagine for a moment the smell of the barn. 

Reader 1: The quick movement of animals as the desperate travelers entered the 
animals’ space: 

Reader 2: A stall for the donkeys, 

Reader 1: A stall for the sheep, 

Reader 2: A stall for the King of Kings.  

Reader 1: As she entered the stable, what did Mary think about of the words 
Elizabeth had exclaimed months earlier, when, by the Holy Spirit she 
declared: 

Reader 2: “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the child in your womb!” 

Reader 1: Did the memory make Mary laugh through the pain?  

Reader 2: The long journey from Nazareth, 80 miles and four days on foot, now 
behind them  

Reader 1: The hardest part was still to come. 

Reader 2: She prepared her heart to push the blessed child from her womb, into 
the world. 

Reader 1: Joseph, so careful to help her walk all that way, now more helpless than 
ever. 

Reader 2: No midwife, no aunts or sisters to guide her through the pain. 

Reader 1: Just Joseph, and his young wife, and God’s only Son about to be born. 

Reader 2: The normal questions occupying Joseph’s mind, like: 

Reader 1: After the baby’s born, how will my family treat Mary, who was pregnant 
before we married? 

Reader 2: Or, how much tax will the Romans put on us when we register for 
Emperor Augustus’ census?  
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Reader 1: Will our people ever take back Jerusalem from our brutal Roman 
occupiers? 

Reader 2: And then the big one: How do I be a good and loving father to the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords? 

Reader 1: All the regular worries and fears of life quieted as Mary screamed in 
pain.  In the small stable filled with animals, Jesus entered the world. 

Reader 2: Jesus was born, through pain, born to remove all our tears and hurt. 

Reader 1: Jesus was born in a time of fear, born so that through his perfect love he 
would take all fear away. 

Reader 2: Jesus was born in a humble stable, born to show that the heart of God is 
to serve not only the high but the low. 

Reader 1: Jesus was born in a time of great political anxiety, born to bring peace 
into the world. 

Reader 2: In the comfort and the quiet of our church building it’s easy to forget 
that on the first Christmas the air didn’t smell of pine needles and 
scented candles, hot chocolate and apple cider. 

Reader 1: It smelled of hay  

Reader 2: Dirt 

Reader 1: Manure and animal hides. 

Reader 2: The first Christmas wasn’t a day without trouble. 

Reader 1: There was trouble in the world around them 

Reader 2: And there was trouble in their hearts. 

Reader 1: Today as we light the Candle of Advent to remember our need for 
peace. 

Reader 2: The peace of God touches our troubled hearts and reminds us that God 
is present with us. 

Reader 1: The peace of God speaks to our minds and reminds us that Christ is 
victorious. 

Reader 2: The peace of God is real, for Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 

Reader 1: The peace of God is for each of us and can never be taken away! (Lights 
out) 
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